






ñThe Cologne 

Fragmentò  

 





. 



¾Were hard working and pious. 

¾His father was a Copper miner. 

¾His business prospered and he eventually 

owned six copper mines and a smelting 

business. 

¾He was ambitious for his son and could 

afford a good education for him. 

¾He wanted him to become a lawyer. 

 

 





Where Luther sang for his 

supper.  



Where Luther went to become a monk. 



Vicar General of the 

Augustinian Order 
Å. 

Once spent six hours listening to 

Lutherôs Confession. 
 



¾He helped Luther to see that his problem 

was not many individual acts of sin but sin 

itself.   

¾Staupitz suggested to Luther that it was as 

though his repeated confession of single 

Acts of Sin and intensive penances were 

an attempt to cure a disease ñscab by 

scabò.  



¾ñIf ever a monk got to heaven by his 

monkery, it was I!ò 





ÅIt is an exaggeration. 

ÅThere is no mountain within many miles of the place. 

ÅIt was built on sandy heath land beside the River Elbe. 

 

ÅñLittle land, little land, you are but a heap of sand.ò 







¾ñMy God, my God why have you forsaken  

me?ò  

¾(He was to spend hours distracted by the 

thought, ñGod smitten by God.  Who can 

understand this?ò)  



ñI greatly longed to understand Paulôs Epistle to the Romans and 
nothing stood in the way but that one expression, ñthe justice of 
Godò, because I took it to mean that justice whereby God is just and 
deals justly in punishing the unjust.  My situation was that, although 
an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled in 
conscience, and I had no confidence that my merit would assuage 
him.  Therefore I did not love a just and angry God, but rather hated 
and murmured against him.  Yet I clung to the dear Paul and had a 
great yearning to know what he meant.  Night and day I pondered 
until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the 
statement that ñthe just shall live by his faithò.  Then I grasped that 
the justice of God is that righteousness by which through grace and 
sheer mercy God justifies us through faith.   Thereupon I felt myself 
to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise.  
The whole of Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before 
the ñjustice of Godò had filled me with hate, now it became to me 
inexpressibly sweet in greater love.  This passage of Paul became to 
me a gate to heaven ...ò  

 
 



ñGrace is given to heal the sick, not as a 

medal to decorate spiritual heroesò.  



¾Unbaptised babies go to ñLimboò, 
¾Exceptionally holy people (ñsaintsò) go 

straight to heaven, 
¾Indeed they accumulate extra merit, which 

the Pope can access, 
¾Exceptionally wicked people go straight to 

hell. 
¾Most baptised Catholics go to purgatory to 

be purged of sin and made fit for heaven. 



¾Certificates issued by the Pope, 

¾They are intended to release souls from 

either part or the whole of the time they 

would spend in purgatory (a plenary 

indulgence). 

¾This is because the Pope is believed to 

have access to the ñtreasury of meritsò that 

the saints have accumulated. 



¾At first you had to do something really 
challenging, 

¾Perhaps go on a crusade, 
¾Or make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
¾As time passed it was enough to make a 

financial contribution for some worthy project 
ï such as building a cathedral. 

¾How is this different from telling people they 
can buy their way into heaven? 

¾One law for the rich .... 
¾The Indulgence trade still operates in some 

parts of the world. 



 



 



 



The door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 
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 Before Cardinal 

Cajetan. 



 



ñSince God has given us the papacy, let us enjoy 

it.ò 



¾A decree issued by the pope, 

¾So called because of the seal at the end 

¾(ñbullaò in Latin), 

¾They are always known by the first two 

words in Latin, 

¾On 15th June 1520 Pope Leo X issued the 

Bull ñExsurge Domineò, 

¾From ñArise O Lord and let your enemies 

be scattered ...ò 



ñA simple layman armed with Scripture is to 

be believed above a pope or a council 

without it.   As for the popeôs decretal on 

indulgences I say that neither the Church 

nor the pope can establish articles of faith. 

These must come from Scripture. For the 

sake of Scripture we should reject pope 

and councils.ò   

 



 

 

  

Also Holy Roman 

Emperor Charles V, 

 

(1519-56). 



¾An event that has given rise to much 

misunderstanding. 

¾In old German the word ñDietò means 

Parliament or Council. 

¾It is pronounced ñDee-aytò. 

¾ñWormsò is a city in the Rhineland. 

¾It is pronounced ñVormsò. 

¾William Tyndale produced his first New 

Testament there in 1526. 



 



¾ñI am conquered by the holy Scriptures I 

have quoted, and my conscience is captive 

to the Word of God.  I cannot and will not 

withdraw anything, since it is neither safe 

nor right to do anything against 

conscience.  Here I stand. I can do nothing 

else. God help me. Amen.ò 

 



ÅElector of Saxony. 

ÅLutherôs Prince & Protector. 



      

      Luther was in  

     ñexileò   

     here from   

     1521-1522. 



 



Luther disguised himself as 

ñJunker Jorgò 

(Sir George). 




